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ABSTRACT 



This thesis examines current and future trends in 
U. S . -Japanese defense burden- sharing . To understand the 
current state of Japanese defense policy, a broad historical 
survey is provided. This is followed by an examination of 
key world "players" views on increasing Japan's defense 
expenditures to meet the challenges of the future. Finally, 
various views on the likely direction Japan should follow in 
terms of its security relationship with the United States 
are provided from a Japanese and American perspective. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 



The Japanese surrender onboard the battleship U.S.S. 
Missouri marked the end of World War II and signified the 
defeat of Imperial Japan. It was a time of national humili- 
ation, a time to (as' the emperor said) "bear the unbea- 
rable". 1 Japan’s military-industrial capability was 
dismantled by U.S. Occupation Forces and a process of reedu- 
cation was underway. The U . S inspired 1947 Constitution 
had specific provisions which would limit Japan's war-making 
ability. As of 1985 the Japanese rank eigth in world 
defense expenditures, with a modern army, air force and 
navy; yet the U.S. is constantly pressuring the Japanese to 
re-arm, seemingly in contradiction to prior U.S. policy. 2 

This study will explore this unusual situation, in an 
effort to understand why policy has changed in the United 
States and Japan over the years. 

To do this I will first examine the evolution of Japanese 
defense policy, divided into two parts. First, the period 
of 1945 to 1973, then 1973 to the present. The year 1973 is 
a convenient point in time to separate these two 'phases' in 
the evolution of Japanese defense policy, but it by no means 
represents a sudden change; rather it marks a time of 
gradual changes on the horizon. This evolutionary process 
will be described and explained in the course of this study. 

Next, I will explore an important facet of U.S. -Japan 
defense relations, that is, the nature of the primary threat 
to Japan - namely, the Soviet Union. If certain events in 



^Yukioh Satoh, The , Evolution of Japanese Security Policy 
Adelphi Paper No. 178 (Dorking , Great Britain! Bartholomew 
Press, 1982) p. 1. 

2 James H. Buck, Japan's Defense Policy, Armed Forces and 
Society , 8 (Fall 1981): p. 79. 
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recent years (such as the Soviet attack on KAL 007, the 
Vietnamese war in Kampuchea, etc.), coupled with a massive 
Soviet buildup of its forces concurrent with a relative U.S. 
decline had not occurred, it is doubtful that Japanese 
public opinion could have changed as it has in recent times. 
Accordingly, we will demonstrate the extent and' nature of 
the Soviet threat in two parts. First, a nuts-and-bolts 
examination of the growth of Soviet military power in the 
region, compared to western forces. Second, an examination 
of Soviet - Japanese relations, focusing on Soviet views of 
Japanese rearmament as found in Soviet and Japanese 
writings . 

Having provided the basis for further analysis, the 
focus will shift to an in-depth presentation on the various 
schools of thought in Japan today on defense. It will cover 
the gamut of viewpoints, from the far left to the far right, 
with explanations by American and Japanese scholars. In a 
recent conversation with Lt.Col. Yoshihisa Nakamura of the 
Japanese National Defense Academy, Department of Defense 
Studies, I was introduced to the* ideas of a number of 
Japanese scholars, politicians, etc. who would be regarded 
as representing these various schools of thought. 3 Some of 
these individual's writings will be analyzed. 

Before examining the prospects for increased Japanese 
burden- sharing from the U.S. perspective, we shall examine 
some key players' views on this topic, for purposes of 
political comparison with Washington's views and policies, 
so we might place this issue in a broader perspective. 
Although very much a U.S. - Japan issue; increased military 
spending by Japan would have far-reaching implications for 
the world at large and especially for Asia. 



3 Conversation with Lt.Col. Yoshihisa Nakamura of the 
Japanese National Defense Academy, Department of Defense 
Studies, at Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California 
on 19 January 1985. 



7 



In trying to narrow down this endeavor, the analysis 
which follows will be limited to the following nations/ 
regions: 1) Western Europe, 2) the People's Republic of 
China, 3) the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) , 
4) the Korean Peninsula (including both North and South), 
and ANZUS . These represent the crucial actors ‘or players 
which will influence, to varying degrees, the extent that 
Japan will move toward" increased burden- sharing (if at all). 
The specific reasons for examining the above actors will be 
discussed at length in their applicable sections of this 
study. Suffice it to say at this point that certain common 
threads can be identified which run through their respective 
foreign policies in terms of Japanese rearmament. We shall 
explore these attitudes, and reservations, if any. 

The next and concluding section will be a summary of 
American security interests in the region with regard to 
Japan increasing its share of the responsibilities. The 
Reagan administration has emphasized its desire for Japan to 
fulfill specific missions as a tactic for increased Japanese 
involvement in defense burden- sharing . Its viability will 
be discussed. 
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